History of Nagasaki University School of Medicine
Japan is thought to have an indigenous medical system from ancient times, but medical treatment according to the methods of traditional Chinese medicine became prominent in Japan from about the beginning of the 5th century. Surgical operation based on Western medicine, however, were performed by the Portuguese Jew Luis de Almeida (1525-1583). He came to Japan in 1555 and visited various place including Nagasaki and instructed the Japanese in surgical techniques (17) . The burr-hole operation and the instrumentation were also introduced (Fig. 1) .
In 1823, German, Philipp F. B. von Siebold (1796-1866) arrived at Nagasaki to serve as Dejima physician, following year, opened a private medical school in the Hayashi K 6 Narutaki suburb of Nagasaki. Siebold conducted not only lectures on basic subjects such as anatomy, physiology and pharmacology but also clinical lectures on surgical operations and other treatments ( Fig. 2A) . With the help of his Japanese students,
Siebold later introduced Japan in Europe with his three great works "Nippon" (Fig. 2B) , "Flora Nipponica" and "Fauna Nipponica".
One of the most important figures in the history of medical education in and Tools were held in Nagasaki (Fig. 5D ).
Organization
Currently, 80 board-certified neurosurgeons and seven residents are working at Nagasaki University and its affiliated hospitals. Five neurosurgeons are researching basic science in Nagasaki University Postgraduate School. The current research theme includes molecular biological analysis for glioma (11, 19, 24) , pathophysiology of the 
Closing Remarks
The modernization of Japan started from the study of Western medicine in Nagasaki.
During a 150-year period, Nagasaki University School of Medicine has survived challenging circumstances and has remained an excellent clinical and academic center.
Such an accomplishment requires the efforts of many dedicated people involved in the care of thousands of patients. We have to promote training and ongoing research to Hayashi K 12 produce capable neurosurgeons able to provide excellent service to patients. 
